
• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Spiritual Life Coach 
• The Giver of Prosperity 
• The National Patriot 

 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

Introduction – Meet Aaron 
It’s been a beautiful day at the annual church cookout, but you can tell that Aaron is about to change that. Aaron is a 

longtime member and is normally very supportive of everything the church does. Today, things are different. He comes 
up to you and is visibly agitated. He says, “Did you see what Silas was doing?”  

Silas is the church president and is at the cookout, enjoying fellowship with his family and friends. Glancing over at 
Silas, you say, “I haven’t noticed anything out of the ordinary. What’s up?” Aaron gets red in the neck and face. Clearly, 
Aaron takes this seriously, so you brace for the worst. “On my way here, I drove past his house as he was admiring his 
freshly cut lawn. But what shocked me is that he had a beer bottle in his hand.”  

You are relieved that this isn’t something awful like Silas walking out of the local strip club. But now, you’re a little 
confused: “Okay…was he drunk? Was he being lewd or rude? Aaron, I’m not hearing an issue.” 

The red on Aaron’s face intensifies, as does his tone of voice. “Whether he was drunk or not is beside the point! He’s 
the church president and he shouldn’t be endorsing alcohol like that. What is he teaching his kids? What about all the 
people who drive by his house and see him? Jesus would not approve of Christians drinking. Silas knows that and needs to 
act more like a Christian.” “Are you saying that Silas has committed a sin by drinking a beer?” you ask. 

“I’m saying that he needs to get back on the straight and narrow and live out a respectable Christian life,” Aaron 
responds. “He needs to stop testing Jesus by doing things he knows Jesus wouldn’t approve of. What does this say about 
Silas’ Christian faith?” Sensing a pattern, you ask one more time, “But has he sinned?” 

Now Aaron blows up. “His behavior is just offensive and inappropriate! It’s way below the standards we have as a 
church. That’s why I wanted to warn you and others about this, but if people don’t want to listen to me, then I want 
nothing to do with this church!” 
 
Have you ever met someone like Aaron? 
 
Customs, Cultures, and the Christian Life 
It is well-known and universally accepted that different people have different customs and ways of doing things. Diversity 
is a mark of the Christian Church as the gospel spreads to the ends of the earth, working in countless hearts along the way. 
The culture into which people are born forms the traditions and practices they have. 

For instance, Pastor Richard (this book’s author) cites how Minnesota Norwegians love lutefisk; Manitoban Canadians eat 
fries covered with cheese curds and gravy; west coasters eat religiously at the burger joint known as In-N-Out. These are 
cultural traditions; none is right or wrong (although I have my thoughts about lutefisk). They are simply things that are 
near and dear to people’s hearts, are treated with a certain reverence, and the love for them is passed down from one 
generation to the next. Harmless, right? 

Well, usually. The above examples have nothing to do with the Word of God; what if a custom, tradition, or cultural 
practice comes into conflict with God’s Word? What if something becomes more revered than God and his gospel? That’s 
what we’re talking about today. 

1. While Aaron says some things that sound pious and godly, why is he really upset that Silas was having a beer 
where people could see him? 

 
 

a. Let’s be clear about the situation: God is clear about drunkenness; he leaves drinking in moderation up to 
the judgment of individual Christians—it is a matter of adiaphora, Latin for things which God neither 
commands nor forbids (I like the German better—Mitteldinge—literally, the things that are in the middle). 

 
2. What “L” word can we use to characterize Aaron and others like him? 

 
 

3. What is missing from Aaron’s concerns? 



 
 

4. A legalist wants nothing to do with confessing sins and receiving absolution. Instead, all he wants is behavior to 
change or consequences to be levied for the perceived lack of moral quality, which is all based on his own personal 
ideas of right and wrong. Does that sound like anyone (or a group of people, perhaps) that we meet in the Bible? 

 
 

5. What is a legalist trying to hold on to by pushing his own personal standards onto other people? 
 
 

6. In what ways can (do) we fall into the same trap—viewing our traditions (whether in the church or in our 
midwestern culture or otherwise) as being on the same level as, if not more important than, God’s Word? 

 
 
 
 

7. What does this attitude do to the gospel? Consider the situation with Aaron and Silas.  
 

a. Did he view Silas as a brother in Christ for whom Jesus died? 
 

b. Did he try to understand the situation, perhaps by speaking to Silas himself? 
 

c. Was the gospel on Aaron’s mind at all? 
 
 
 
Sin and the Narrow Lutheran Middle 
There are three ways we can respond to the sin in our lives and in the lives of others. We can: 

• ___________ it (libertinism – “I’m free to do whatever I want”) 
• ___________ it (legalism – “You have to follow my arbitrary set of rules to be considered righteous.”) 
• ___________ it (realism – what God calls us to do) 

8. The first two have a lot in common even though they seem to be opposites. Explain why. 
 
 
 
For	the	New	Moses,	Christianity	is	based	on	living	by	a	common	cultural	lifestyle	or	a	list	of	socially	acceptable	norms.	
	
	
MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 

9. Jesus calls out legalism several times in his ministry. He himself is accused of libertinism by the Pharisees (“Your 
disciples don’t wash their hands the way we do!”). Matthew 23 is probably the most extensive condemnation of 
this mindset we have from Jesus. Go to verses 27 and 28 to see how the real Jesus speaks about the attitude of a 
legalist. Put his words into your own. 

 
 
 
 

10. Go to Matthew 7:13-14. Aaron mentioned something about living on the straight and narrow. We use that term 
often, too. What do we normally mean when we say someone has to live this way? 

 
 
 

a. When Jesus talks about the straight and narrow, however, what is he pointing us to? 
 
 



 
 

11. When we are looking at how to live our lives considering God’s law, we want to be sure of a few things: 
a. Deuteronomy 4:2 – We follow only what _____ says; if he doesn’t say it, we use wisdom and tradition 

to _______ us, but they do not supersede God’s Word. 
b. Galatians 4:4-5 – Jesus fulfilled ____________ necessary for our salvation. We don’t have to “live a 

certain way” or “match up” with a set of superficial norms. 
c. Psalm 119:105 – God’s law now serves as a ________ through this life for us as Christians. 
d. 1 John 1:7 – Even when we go against what God says or even do things that are simply unwise, we have 

_____________ through the blood of Jesus. 
 
 
Discussion 

12. Let’s say you were in Silas’ shoes—you did something that clearly isn’t sinful, but someone demanded that you 
stop doing it because that’s “not how Christians live.” What should you do? 

 
 

a. Flip the scenario—you’re bothered by the fact that your pastor has shoulder-length hair. He makes sure it 
is well-kept, but it still bothers you. You talk with him about it because “that’s not what a pastor should 
look like.” What should he do? 

 
 
 

13. Romans 14:1-4 encourages us to embrace a weak brother—someone who, for one reason or another, appears to 
be misguided on a topic; or they’re making a mountain out of a molehill. How can you tell the difference between 
a weak brother and a legalist? 

 
 
 
How to Respond – Think about how these questions or phrases might help Aaron see the real Jesus instead of his 
version of Jesus, the New Moses. 
 

14. Can you help me understand why this is so important to you? 
 
 

15. Is this really a sin? Can you show me where it says that in the Bible? 
 
 

16. I’m concerned that you are adding to the Word of God. There are some terrible 
things God says will happen to those who add to his Word. I don’t want that to 
happen to you. 

 
 

17. What do you want to happen at the end of this? Is it what God wants? Or is it what you want? 
 
 
 
What other things (sections of Scripture, encouragements, questions) might be helpful in responding to Aaron? 
 
 
Closing Prayer – CW 641 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide vs. 3 and 4 
O God, how sin’s dread works abound! Throughout the earth no rest is found, 
And falsehood’s spirit wide has spread, and error boldly rears its head. 

Lord Jesus, help your Church uphold, for we are sluggish, thoughtless, cold. 
O prosper well your Word of grace, and spread its truth in every place. Amen. 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	


